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meeting of representatives of all the collective farms. This
speech revealed to him more clearly than anything could have
done the contrast which dominates everything in Soviet life—
the contrast between the reality, the suffering and misery of
the peasant masses, on one side, and the catchwords of the
Soviet officials living in Moscow on the other. Stalin declared
in the course of his speech: "I am of the opinion that not less
than 20,000,000 people who belong to the peasant population
have already been saved from poverty, ruin and the slavery of
the kulaks^ and this thanks to collectivization, for it is that
which assures the people's prosperity. . . . Comrades, this
is a great advance, unique in the whole world and paralleled in
no other State." Here Mr. Muggeridge touches on the struggle
between the machinery of State and the starving peasant—
though at that time the struggle, which was to rise to such a
pitch in the months that followed, was only beginning.
Mr. Muggeridge describes the position in the winter of
1932-3, i.e. before the real catastrophe began* The disaster
did not reach its climax until the months before the new harvest.
The new sowing campaign had to be begun. The peasants were
enfeebled by hunger, and the campaign could not be properly
conducted. Force had to be employed-, for if the quantities of
. grain required for the industrial population and for the indis-
pensable exports could not be collected, not only the lives of a
large part of the peasant population, but the very existence of the
Soviet system and the maintenance of the five-year plan would
be endangered. This was Moscow's chief anxiety.
Stalin decided to intervene with ruthless energy, especially
in the Ukraine. There was to be an end of the leniency which,
in the view of Moscow, was displayed by the local Com-
munists when collecting grain from their starving fellow-
countrymen.
While Mr. Muggeridge's reports give the best account of
the position in the winter and spring, the situation in the
summer of 1933 is most aptly described in a message to the

